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INSIGHTS
CONFERENCES

Institute Researchers Share
Findings at LDS Apologetics
Conference
ree Institute researchers were among the
speakers at the fih annual FAIR conference, held
August 7–8 at Utah Valley State College, in Orem,
Utah. Founded in 1997, the Foundation for Apologetic Information and Research is a nonprofit
corporation dedicated to providing sound information and research that support the doctrine,
beliefs, and practices of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, particularly on matters that
are challenged by unbelievers.
“e purpose of FAIR is not to debate, argue,
or contend with critics of our faith,” noted Scott
Gordon, the organization’s president. “Our goal is
to help members and investigators of the church
deal with the issues that the critics raise.”
e Institute was well represented in the
discussions of such issues at the conference. Matthew Roper, a resident scholar with the Institute,
addressed the question of whether Latter-day
Saint attitudes have recently taken a drastic shi
regarding the origin of American Indians. Some
critics have charged that church leaders and
writers long thought Lehi and his descendants
to be the sole ancestors of the Indians and that

The Desert Libraries of
Timbuktu
e Library of Congress and the Smithsonian
Institution have opened an exhibit titled “Ancient
Manuscripts from the Desert Libraries of Timbuktu,” the famous trading town at the edge of the
Sahara Desert in Mali. e manuscripts include
Qur’anic teachings, mathematics, physics, medicine, and astronomy.
But this may be just the tip of the iceberg.
According to Abdelkader Haidara, executive director of Timbuktu’s Mamma Haidara Commemorative Library, there may be a million such manuscripts in the 22 private libraries of Timbuktu, most

such attitudes changed only in the face of recent
archaeological and DNA studies.
Roper shared statements from church leaders
and other knowledgeable Latter-day Saints throughout church history that support the idea that other
peoples were already in the Americas when Lehi’s
group arrived there. A First Presidency–approved
statement from the 1950s, for instance, said that
Book of Mormon peoples were “among” the ancestors of modern American Indians.
e Book of Mormon itself contains internal
evidence for the existence of cultures contemporaneous with the Nephites and Lamanites. Jacob’s
account of contention among his people, for
example, may suggest that the Nephites had already
joined with other groups or that Sherem was not a
member of Lehi’s family, Roper said. Further, such
phrases in the Book of Mormon as “the people
of Nephi” and “the people who were now called
Lamanites” suggest that Lehi’s family mingled with
other populations already present in the area. Lehi
himself declared that “the Lord hath covenanted
this land unto me, and to my children forever, and
also all those who should be led out of other countries by the hand of the Lord” (2 Nephi 1:5).
Taking up a related issue, senior resident
scholar John Tvedtnes responded to charges of
racism in the Book of Mormon. He pointed out
continued on page 6

of them held by descendants of the original owners.
Looking beyond that city to the rest of Mali and to
neighboring countries such as Mauritania, Niger,
and Burkina Faso, Haidara estimates that there
may be 100 libraries with five million manuscripts.
Some of the manuscripts had been buried to protect them from the wars that ravaged the area prior
to European colonization.
James H. Billington, Librarian of Congress,
noting that medieval Arabic medicine was far
ahead of European practices, suggested that some
of these manuscripts might shed light on the history of diseases that originated in Africa, such as
HIV and ebola. (See the article posted at http://
www.sciscoop.com/story/2003/6/26/7135/87226.) !

